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great motorhome,
likies  Daeutiful
SUMSCE, 15 SOme-
thirgz that's best
defined in the
eyes of the be-
holder. Clearly,
different people like differ-
ent things in their motor
coiches.

Bur, if we were 1o poll
motorhome enthusiasts and
inclustry followers regacding
the best production coaches
ever built, it's a sure bet that
the 35-vearold Ulra Yan
woulcl make the list, Indeed,
some might consider the
Ultra ¥an a classic, Some
might even view it as one of
the Dest motorhomes ever,
althougeh they'd protalbily
stare a good argument in
the process.

In looking back, how-
ever, we might all realize that
the best motorhomes of
vestervear—Dbe it an Ultta Yan, & GMC, a Dodgedlraveo, an
EMC o a Reveon—ighit well contain some concepoual
lessoms for the motorhames of the futore, With that
thaught in mind, MotorHome herein takes a retrospective
Lok at a few of the great coaches we might nominate as
Being amdcng the Test ever.

B GMC Hap & ‘Creax AutomoTive LOOK

While much of the GMC's history has been well doc-
umentad, GMC [allowers acknowledae that the inspiration
for their favorite coach may have come from the Reveon,
which had very similar extedor styling and had already pio-
neered the vse of front-wheel-drive with its 455-cid Olds-
mabile Torormaco diiverin,

Dehinting in lare 1972 for the '73 mode] vear, the GMC
carried a sticker price of onky $15,000. Construction features
included an exterior that was composed of Aberglass on
the lower pait of the coach and aluminum from the mid-
line on up. Another revolutionary feature was its indepen-
dent suspension and tandem rear axles that gave the coach
sorne added interor space, since there were no huge wheel
wiells that had o be hidden inside cabiners. The suspension
also incluced air bags that provided on-the-road height
control and campsite leveling.

From the very beginnimg, General Motors Corporation
adhered o automotive styling concepts for the GMC, malk



ing sure the exterior
lines were uneom-
promesed by pro-
truding warcr-fill
openings and appli
ance vents. Pain-
Hr.‘:iklr'li-'; 4-r|§;|||:~|*|'i1|5{
assured thar exteri-
or lines remained
sleek and that ride
guelity and fuc]
economy ware the
s in the industry,

I Lhe GG,
function followed
form. And the
curved side-wall
aerochmamic shell
produced an n-
erior that leoked
more Hke an air-
plane cabin than a motorhome. That leok was reinforced
by a heavy reliance on Formica countertops and lightweizht
laminates. General Motors mede the coach in two lengths,
23 and 26 feet,

A ol of 12,000 GMCs were produced, with interice
conversions done by several compandes, inchuding Coachmen
Industeies Incorporated, Elkhare, Indiana. An estimated
2000 remain on the road today

Whey do upseale motorhome buyers today spend
F15 000825 000 to acquire 2 unit ingood concition ancd
then spend a similar sum to refurbish and customizes
“Primarily because there is nothing else in the industey to-
day that can give them the styling and drivability that the
GMC offers.” says Wes Caughlan, president of Cinnabar En-
gineering Incorporated, Sandusky;, Michigan, which holds
the licensed rights to the GMC,

B Tue Unrea Vaw: "Wate on WHERS'

ol Yestenew

His efforts
led to the creation
ol un allordable mo-
torhome for the
ITIEASS S —HILHHIL‘.‘-CII:LI
recail in 1961 was
jussr wneler $7 000 —
that, as its sales liter-
ature proclaime,
wis “tlecades ahead
af fts time.” Looking
lilke a cross between
ian Airstream trailer
and a Yolkswagen
bug on steroids,
Peterson's goal was
acromplished by
credung an aerody-
namic unit with liv-
ahility enhanced by
curved walls. The
diesign has inspired current owners to dub their coaches
“Whales an Wheels."

Along with a smoach suspension system and the han-
cllingg chavacteristics of a van conversion, the fuesleeper
Llera Van offered remarkable all season livabiling with cen
tral-ducted air-conditioning. 1t had a dry weight of only
3400 pounds, and an average fuel consump-
ticsm ef 15-17 mps,

The Llltra
Yans real claim
1o fame,
though, was its
then-radical rear-
engine desizn,
On the proto-
type, Peterson
used an #i-hp, air-
cooled Corvair en-

Roeenrt LonGspore Ji.

The Ultra Van, a time-tested concept chat first
went into procuction in 1961, still has a leyal—cabicd
may be d more ap: tenn—following of nearly 300 Owr-
ers who believe it is the best and most innovative
motorhome to ever hit the road. Fully selicontanod,
the 22-fcot Ula Van wis a reac-engine coach powerad
hy a Chevioler Corvair engine with monoeodpie con-
struction as well as a wind-cutting, aerodynamic profile.

From all we can gather, it began—like many eady
motorhomes —as 4 backyard project, this one by Oak-
landl, California, aircrall engineer Dievid Peterson, Ac-
cording o Ultea Van fans, Peterson was on a quest for
the ideal mororhome that was fuel-efficient and could
also tow his hoat.
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B Crassic COAGHES OF YESTERYEAR

replaced on
later produc-
tion maodels
by beefier
110-hp and :
140-hp Coxrvair
power plants.
A 200-hp, 307-
cid Chevrolet
Y-8 became the
engine of choice
when the Corvalr
died in 02, Over the
years, hovwever, own-
ers experimented with
Buick V-05 and a 500-
cid El Dorado V-8 that
set an unofficial motor-
home speed record of
105 mph.

Classic or othar-
wise, most motorhome
aficionados today
would agree, the Ulra
Van was an unforgeriable example of motorhome design.,
But even they acdmit that the Ulora Van was not Hawless, It
had a tendency to cverheat and to watfle in high winds due
tar its light weight. In addition, the freestanding frone scats
that seated four abreast simply rested on platforms —a
hzard that would never pass today's safety standards. Bur,
hey, nothing's perfect

Estimates on how many were actually built vary from
375 o 300, The Hutrhinson, Kansas, production. plant finally
closed its doors in 1970 in the wake of management problems,

§ Donee's ‘Tirsrive Bony'

I addition to a lghrweighe, unitized, fiberglass body,
the Dodge/Traveo obviously had a lor poing for i, including
a classic streamlined design and the solid backing of Chrysler
Corporation, In fact, it may have played some role in the
demise of the Ulera Van.

Built on a rugged truck chassis; the 26-foot Dodge
offered roomy Interdors

tives price of just under $11,000 for a metorhome that was
neary fully equipped, the Dodge offered unique features,
such ds 4 sewage incirerator system that almost eliminated
the need to empty waste holding tanks. It was powered by
A 518-cid, ZU[}']'JP Verd anel had a Lhree-specd push-boalion
AuECmatic rransmission, power steering and brakes.
Livability Features included an electric driver's seat, a
bath with separate shower
and roomy pull-down bunks.
Press releases promaoted
the Dodze’s aerodynamics,
passenger-car comfores and
“lifetime” fiberglass body,
“suhich cannot rust or cor-
rode and never needs paint-
ine " Corporate literature
also claimed a gross vehicle
welzht rating {gvwr) of
L0000 pounds fon the
137anch wheelbase, B300
1-ton chassis (later extend
ed to 173-inches and de-
signated the B375) and a
7.080-pound dry weight.

Likahle as it was, of course, the Dodge wasn't perfece,
either, Current owners say it actually weighed more than
its stated gyvwr, with some Rully loaded coaches tipping the
scales at more than 13,000 pounds. Because it lacked anti-
sway bars, there were problems with body roll and cross-
winds, Tire changing was difficulr due o the low-slurg body:
Weight put a real sirain on the 318 engine, requiring first-
gear on most grades,

still, the Dodge was actually No. 1in motorhome sales
for a ime, creating a clamor for Dodge chassis among other
coach builders. It was renamed the Traveo in 1965 w0 avioid
conflicts with other coach makers, as Dodge by 1963 in-
rrocluced two more chassis dedicared o the motorhome
market, But, the Traveo didn't survive, and the name was
sold to Foretravel, which continues o suppor the hirand.

B Revcongers Cover Reveon
While much of the industry was focusing on afforclable
mertorhomes in the Gis

and floorplan options
accommadating a Fimily
of eight, Actually built
b Frank Motor Homes,
Brown Ciry, Michigan, it
had a built-in national
gales nemwork of Dodge
dealers. And Chrysler,
with its deep pockets,
created o wentable media
blitz for the 1963 rollout
of the then-Dodge
motorhome.

Besides an atirac-

i 90

and “70s, Southern Cali-
fornia-hased RBeveon In-
corporated came along
with a glitzy high-line
custom coach, It utilized
a revalutionary front-
wheeldrive concept built
o1 the Oldsmaobile Tomo-

naclo chassis, cquipped
with a 455-cid Oldsmo-
hile V-A. Suggested rerail
was $25,000-830, 000, hut
thie classy lines, teak interi-
oy and innovative powe



§ CLassic COACHES

ertrain captured the fancy of enough
buyers o allow the Reveon to become
a major player in the high-line motor
home marketplace, as well as an influ-
ence on future motorhome design.

While its styling, engineering and
plush interiors were noteworthy, the
company never tried o gel it e
“higger is better” race, preferAing to
keep its coaches under 30 feet, which,
in turn, dido’t overdoad the driverrain.
The Reveon had a superh suspension
that earned it kudos for handling and
pecformance, It imped through the
1973 and 1979 ras crisis and made
valiant attempt to continuc production
into the 1960s, bur it succumbed 1o the
continued decline of the motorhome
market and more than its share of
management woes

Todday, the Reveon is coveted by
a small number of enthusiasts who call
themselves the Reveoneers, Gordon
Tibhs, vice president of the southwest
chapter of the owners’ club, says he
has no doubt that the Reveon was a
corciy Ul was “way ahead of its time.”
Faving spent more than $20,000 renao-
vating his 1972 coach, he recently ac-
quired a 1973, which he may eventually
restore. “Every yvear, when the new-
model motorhomes come out, they
ook more and more like my coach,”
says Tibbs,

J FMC

Among the legendany motor-
homes, the FMC was, perhaps, one of
the mest intriguing, having been bom
in response to one economic down-
turn and ultimately owing its demise
1o another,

Predicting a reduction in ies mili-
tary conacts in the 1960s. FMC Corpo-
ration, & Santa Glara, California, manu-
facturer of aidise equipment and mili-
tary vehicles, decided it would diversi-
fy int the consumer market with the
production of a motorhome. Intended
for the high-end marker, it was mounted
on a chassis custome-buile by FMC for
its bus and motorhome markets

In designing the chassis, the
company drew on some of its milicary
expericence o produce a heavw-duty
foundation that featured axles similar
i those used on armored personnel
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Each fpd anti-sway bar kit is
made from the finest quality
materials. Our bars are cold-
formed, chromea moly steal,
fasteners are grade 5 or better,
and bracketry is heavy gauge
steel with specially formulated
bushings made from tough
polyurathana,

Evory kit has undergone
thorough testing and has proven
effective for tens-of-thousands of
miles of road use.

Mow pou will have more
anfovable driving guaranteed. . .
or your monay back!

Every Ipd anti-sway bar kil
comes with a fifetime warranty.

Here's why more people are
upgrading their suspensions.
They're doing it because they
know ipd anti-sway bar kit
means increased stability,
reduced crosswind buffeting,
better vehicle response, and
an extra margin of safoty.

Whether you drive a 20-foot or
a 40-foot motorhome, jpd offers
an anti-sway bark kit to improve
your vehicle's handling.

Thase improvemeants mean
more enjoyvable trips for the
driver and passenger alike.

Call today for information and the dealer nearest you.

1 (800) 444-6486

B ipd co.lnc., Dept. 2026
11744 NE Ainsworth Circle
' Partland, OR 97220

(503) 257-7500

JARDINE

PERFORMANCE EXHALST
 Buliding Powey Sinos 1958

PERFORMANCE EXHALST KITS FOR:
= EM 454 P30S Cartureted & Fuel Injected - GMC 403 § 455
= Ford 4480 John Deerr & Osh Kosh + Dodige 440
- Foad 460 Super Duly Fuel Infected
"LOWEST Frice  “Cooler Running  “Lifetime Warranty
“Highewi Qualiy “Heavol Maiarlal "Qulsd Parformance
"Doug Thorkey Trl ¥ Headers  “Increased Englae Lite
“Ingawaved Homeprwsr & MPG - Up 1o 55 HP & 2 MPG
MUFFLER SYSTEMS from 529800
COMPLETE HEADER/MUFFLER SYSTEMS from $795.00
OTHER PERFORMANCE PRODUCTS AVAILABLE:

© K & W Alr Filters - MSD Wires - IFD Suspension
Hyperiech Compatar (hlps « Preciion Industries Teegue Copeertens

‘e ship wa LIPS, prices FOB lackson Hole, Wyoming. Al systems
avalabie |or iestllaton in besetiul ladcian Wysming.

.0 Box 9722 - lackion, WY BI001  MasherCan Vi Do

1-800-934-3569

HEADER & S1APER SIMCLE KIT
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Other Mirrors Don’t Even

Remotely Conmipare

The New

VMoeael

Remote Control Mirror

Fold —away Arm

2015

Velvae's Model 2015 Heated Remote Control
Mirror now offers vou more convenience,
safety and style than any other mirror.
Designed for 92 and newer Ford Econoline
cut—away van chassis, it's the mirror that
makes driving your Class C motorhome easier,

+ Replaceable flol and convex gloss

& Apcilahle in crm lengths Phod weill clear 968" aond TO27 wifcle bhooies
& Choice of aftractive black, bright white or colonial white finishes

* Manuwal version available

To find out how vou get the new Model 2015 Mirror,
call us today at 1-800—783—8871.

VELVAC

24000 8. 160th Sireet

Phone: 414-786-0700

Hew Berlin, W1 53151

Fax: 414-786—4101

pealer Of
The Year
Nominee

WHEELER'S LAS VEGAS RV

Las Vegas' Only Factory Certified Sa

POWER CENTER|

13175 Las Vegas Blvd. S. - Las Vegas, NV - 89124 - (702)] 896-9000

les & Service Center For
HOWARD
Open 7

Days A
Week

Wwheelaer's B Circle 170 on Reoder Sarvice Card

¥ Crassic COACHES

carriers. The coach itself unlized an
aluminum frame with a molded-Gher-
alass exterion The gver for the motor-
home, powered by a rear-mounted
Chrysler inclustrial 440 V-8, was a hefty
[ 5,900 o,

FMC opred for a 23-foot proto.
type, but elected to pointo produc-
Hon in 1972 with a 2%foot coach of-
ferad in two floomlans at a sugzpested
rerail of aboue 300000, The FMC earned
high praise from owners and industry
press, wli liked its responsive han-
cling and the smooth ride ol the in-
dlependent suspensicn

The FMC s low profile ancd ex-
cellent aerodyvnamics were also note-
wirthy, although mileape averaged
onfy around & mpE. Aninnovative
feature was a driver’s-side door that
could be entered like a car Interiors
bencficed from central aiccendition-
ing, and special arention: was paid o
interior and exteror anes o give the
coach a smooth leok

During the FMC’s production
cyele, avotal of 215 coaches were pro-
duced. including one that saw service
with CBS as a vehicle for the Charles
Euralt On the Road series. According
to Jim Blaclk former executive with
FMC and prezident of Recreational
Vehicle Services Incorporated, Morgan
Hill, California, “the order to shut
down the assembly line came in 1976,
when sules haed droppead deamatically
due to higher pricing, the uncernain
energy climate and an inventory thar
redched 59 million.”

Blaclk, whaose company now holds
the licensed rights to all FMC parts and
accessaries, emphasized that alehough
EMC got into the motorhome business
“primarily a5 a way to keep a lot of peo-
ple busy hetween defense contraces,
the company had a high comminment
to guality and customer service, which
remains o this day. BMC has handled
recill problems for second-, third- and
evern fourth-time TUYVES and continues
1o be acrive in tracking the vehicles
that remain on the road.

“Quite frankly,” Black added, “the
proclust would be cost-prohibitive o

| produce and maintain at that level of

commitment. There were a bunch of
really good vehicles buailt back in those

| days that couldn’t be bl goclay™ |



